CLINTON REPORTS- NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (APRIL 
1993) 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=BpwtYIF-nQc (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpwtYIF-nQc 





Uploaded by DANNOTCH'S NEWSVIDEOS 
(https :/Awww.youtube.com/channel/UC7XOLKts7k4FT498Id_x5sqg) on Wed Feb 17 2021. 


From April 1993, NBC Nightly News reports on the first weeks of the Clinton Administration. 


00:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=BpwtYIF-nQc) 


part of the pacific northwest where there's an epic battle underway between the timber industry and the 
conservation movement for almost three years now loggers have been kept out of a huge part of the national 
forest of oregon and washington to protect the spotted owl that tiny and endangered species well today the 
two sides met at a day-long timber summit meeting but they remain widely separated by the issues longer 
signs were aimed at the president and environmentalists tree huggers they call them the tree huggers in turn 
staged rallies reminiscent of the 60s today president clinton and vice president gore placed themselves 
squarely in the middle of this crossfire hearing all sides of the complex and explosive issue nbc's andrea 
mitchell is here as well at the site of the hearings tonight andrea what's the latest there tom the president 
predicted that whatever solution the government works out between loggers and environmentalists both 
sides will be mad he's right about that this is what started the fight an endangered owl whose survival has led 
the courts to ban logging on eight million acres of ancient forests in the pacific northwest an industry that is 
accused of destroying ancient growth that can never be replaced and thousands of timber workers who are 
losing their jobs as mills shut down rain dampened the turnout but not the passions today in portland i 
believe america is ready to move beyond the rhetoric that's gridlocked our forest and is killing our town it's 
not that we're you know turning our backs on them but we only have one ancient forest bill clinton and al 
gore have no solutions but during the campaign they had promised to come back to oregon and listen to all 
sides in the timber debate mr president i'm here today because i'm scared i represent thousands and 
thousands of timber workers just like me ordinary everyday hard-working people who face a fearful future i 
empathize and understand with the frustration and that the anger that the communities feel we do need to 
break the gridlock 


00:02:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=BpwtYIF-nQc&t=120s 





we do need to break the gridlock but we have also treated our force as if they were an inexhaustible 
resource but they are not for years federal agencies have disagreed over what to do so this week clinton 
sent cabinet members to tour the mills and forests agriculture secretary espy in charge of the forest service 
was Clearly impressed this is god's hand in god's handiwork and i i don't think it should be touched but after 
talking to people who'd lost their jobs he had second thoughts the president walking a political tightrope 
promised a middle course if we commit today to move forward together we can arrive at a balanced solution 
and put the stalemate behind us clinton will order his cabinet to come up with a new policy but said there are 
no easy answers today's summit made that very clear tom tomorrow he formally submits his federal budget 
to a congress dominated by democrats and yet he can't count on it sailing through look at what's happened 
to his plan to stimulate the economy with 16 billion dollars in new federal projects nbc's andrea mitchell is at 
the white house tonight with the latest for us andrea tom the president got back to basics today selling the 
economic stimulus package that has stalled in the senate bill clinton tried to regain the edge in his fight with 
the senate by arguing that most of the stimulus package is not pork as senate republicans have claimed for 
instance new swimming pools is that a waste of money i don't really think it is i mean the senate's got a 


swimming pool doesn't it the president was trying to get back to the economy after a series of recent 
distractions something he acknowledged today there's a lot going on here and i think that one of the things 
that i hope will happen during the during the break here is that we can we can somehow bring all these 
different activities back into sharp focus in the slang of clinton's campaign staff the president has been off 
message working on too many issues at the same time for instance today he promised to produce a new 
policy for the airline industry in 90 days friday he promised a new timber policy 
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friday he promised a new timber policy in 60 days overriding all else his pledge to propose health care reform 
by may 3rd a deadline that is already slipping i believe the the may timeline well may not may not be 
precisely made it's no question we're moving forward on that front some distractions were beyond the 
president's control the need to hold an early summit with boris yeltsin escalating violence in bosnia other 
wounds have been self-inflicted he took on the abortion controversy right away reversed himself on his policy 
toward haitian refugees promised to lift the ban on gays in the military i was uh frankly appalled that we spent 
so much time the first week talking about that instead of how to get the economy going again and still more 
promises a new welfare policy campaign finance reform whatever happened to it's the economy stupid well 
it's governing stupid we'll address the we'll address the economy as our first priority but we'll also take care 
of the nation's business clinton has discovered that there is a risk of spreading himself too thin that's what 
happened to the last democratic president jimmy carter tom thank you andrea the president's right-hand man 
well in this case i think he's left-handed is with us tonight he is vice president al gore who is in washington mr 
vice president according to the polls more and more people are skeptical about the clinton gore economic 
plan and even the most sympathetic analysts say you'll be spending at least two dollars for every new dollar 
taken in did you try to do too much too soon no absolutely not tom the american people voted for change an 
into the gridlock and the creation of jobs to put our people back to work that's precisely what president 
clinton's plan will do there are some on the other side of the aisle in congress who continue to vote in favor of 
gridlock and doing nothing that's not what the american people want to see they want to reclaim our 
economic future and put our country back to work this vice president you've even lost some democrats and 
right before the election in fact the monday night before 
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election in fact the monday night before he was elected mr clinton said to me that no financial stimulus would 
be needed now you're ready to compromise from 16 billion dollars down to eight billion dollars can't the 
republicans just wait you out and get you back down to zero again no i i've let me hold you up there just for a 
minute because we're fighting for this plan we're fighting for this package including the jobs plan which is 
now pending in the congress i believe that when these senators who have been voting for gridlock go home 
over the next 10 days they're going to hear from their constituents that that the american people won't 
change we've just gone through a number of years of a very slow economic performance a very deep 
recession and what we're seeing now is called a recovery but it's not creating jobs the fact is the american 
people want change and when that message is delivered to these senators who are on recess i think you're 
likely to see some changed minds and some more progress but the president himself has already said that 
he is willing to compromise on that package you're not saying that when they come back from the recess 
you're gonna hold the line at 16 billion dollars no more no less we're going to fight for every part of it if 
changes are necessary in order to pass it and in order to get this enacted then of course we're going to talk 
with the members of the house as well as the senate but we're going to fight for all of it we think it's important 
to create the 500 000 additional jobs that will be created by this package and we don't want to see the the 
senate whittle away at that mr vice president you have a special constituency the environmentalists many of 
them are outraged that the president buckled when it came to raising fees in the west on mining and grazing 
how are you explaining his decision to them well i think there was some misunderstanding about that that 
objective has not been abandoned in any way shape or form there was a decision to go about it in specific 
legislation 
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about it in specific legislation instead of as part of the reconciliation bill where the environmental components 
of part of it are not entitled to be considered so we're we're still very firmly committed to those objectives and 
we're going to get them accomplished but don't you think it's going to be very hard to put that back together 
again no i don't think so at all and in fact you talked to the uh those from the west who were part of those 
discussions and they will tell you that some of those news stories were very misleading they understand that 
we are strongly firmly unshakably committed to those objectives and we're going to reach them thank you mr 
vice president this is your money coming in and going out president clinton's five pound budget book one 
trillion five hundred billion dollars and change more going out than coming in and some major changes on 
who gets who gives nbc's andrea mitchell is at the white house tonight with president clinton's hopes and 
dreams andrea tom bill clinton's budget isn't any bigger than the one george bush left behind but this new 
president wants to spend our money in a very different way clinton started his day at the pentagon which will 
suffer the biggest reductions 14 billion dollars more than bush had proposed cutting the elimination of 108 
000 active duty personnel and 30 navy ships after two hours with the joint chiefs the president tried to 
reassure the military that they won't be asked for more sacrifices if this plan is approved and i think that the 
numbers are clear and certain for uh five years and i wouldn't expect to see them modified any over the next 
few years not based on at least what i see now out of every budget dollar 18 cents would go for defense 
almost as much 14 cents just to pay interest on the debt 21 cents for all other domestic programs one sent 
for bank deposit insurance and nearly half 46 cents for entitlements social security medicare medicaid those 
benefits weren't cut but social security taxes and medicare premiums would be raised 
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medicare premiums would be raised we went right out and touched that third rail in politics we talked about 
entitlements as promised the clinton budget would remove barriers to government-funded abortions for poor 
women and federal workers a policy many in congress will fight it would spend more on children job training 
highways and transportation but to reduce the deficit taxes would go up on the wealthy on corporations and 
anyone who uses energy it's a tax and spend budget it's what the democrats want to impose on the 
american people but it's not going to sell on main street the president couldn't defend his budget because he 
had to leave immediately for little rock where his father-in-law hugh rodham died the new budget would 
reduce the deficit for five years but then the deficit would start going up again because of expected increases 
in medicare and medicaid so the only long-term solution for the deficit is reforming health care costs 
president clinton said for the first time today that he might compromise on his jobs bill which is now blocked 
by senate republicans who say the 16 million dollar package is just full of pork as part of the compromise 
however the president wants 200 million dollars more in spending earmarked for hiring additional police 
across the country the president also was talking today about a new tax to pay the bill for health care reform 
nbc's andrea mitchell tonight from the white house the president was trying to explain today why he's 
considering a value-added tax or vat similar to a national sales tax to pay for health care reform after 
explicitly ruling it out only last february there's a lot of support in the business community and the labor 
community who have people who ask us to consider that because of the enormous burden of the present 
system unlike a sales tax that shows up at the cash register a vat is hidden it taxes the value added to a 
product at each stage of production for instance cutting down a tree milling it into lumber and turning that into 
furniture most likely food clothing and housing would be exempted to soften the blow on the poor big 
business likes it and labor believes 


00:12:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=BpwtYIF-nQc&t=721s 





big business likes it and labor believes it's fair because everyone would get hit everybody pays for it rich 
people pay for it the wealthy pay for it middle income people pay for it but retailers hate the idea retailers 
because they're the first line of contact with the consumer we'll have we'll we'll face the effects most directly 
and most seriously two months ago clinton promised that if a vat were considered at all it would be ten years 
from now but it is not something that is now under consideration if we start considering i'll tell you what 


changed hillary clinton under health care task force need a lot more money than they'd imagine to pay for 
health benefits and a vat tax is an easy way to raise it but that could create more political problems for 
clinton's economic programs it's got to scare a lot of taxpayers who are already frightened because of the 
other big tax package clinton got his own tax scare this morning when he ran into willard have you paid your 
income tax yet you know i don't know it's the 15th than i had the clintons paid more than 70 000 in taxes 31 
percent of their income what the president called a pretty big lick andrea mitchell nbc news at the white 
house sticky issue another white house meeting however not as visible at the white house today as the 
president met with leaders of a group that overwhelmingly supported him in the election gays nbc's jim 
mclachevsky tonight on the first formal oval office meeting ever for this constituency even in this white house 
some political taboos die hard white house officials first tried to hurry the gay and lesbian leaders through a 
side entrance out of camera range they eventually got the front door treatment with marine guard and all but 
the white house barred tv cameras from the oval office meeting and would only release this still photo the 
gay leaders came in part to convince clinton to attend the gay rights march in washington april 25th clinton 
said today he can't make it but it's not a snub that has nothing to do with my 
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that has nothing to do with my commitment on the fundamental issue of being anti-discrimination instead 
clinton will issue a letter or address the crowd on videotape or by telephone this group came for 
reassurances from clinton and got them clinton told them despite opposition from senator sam nunn he'd win 
a majority of votes in the house and senate to lift the ban on gays in the military he believes we will win this 
issue and is prepared to move forward on it he also said he'd signed gay civil rights legislation would sign an 
executive order banning discrimination against gays and the federal government and name and aid czar 
perhaps by next week we all left we talked about that this is indeed the gay 90s and that this is the decade 
when uh gay and lesbian america comes home all this will undoubtedly generate some political fallout and 
the president may not be able to deliver on all his promises but bill clinton is clearly the best friend gays have 
ever had in the oval office jim mclachevsky nbc news the way to fight aids and protect the civil rights of 
homosexuals bill clinton will not address the group during tomorrow's march the president is out of town this 
weekend working on unfinished business as he approaches a traditional political milestone his first 100 days 
in office here's tom pettitt the clintons went to jamestown virginia for a weekend conference with democratic 
senators hillary went directly to brief the senators on health care the president and chelsea went sightseeing 
in the historic williamsburg area in his first 95 days he met military resistance to letting gays serve he tried to 
prop up yeltsin he found bosnia a bottomless pit created a health task force took a nasty defeat on his so- 
called economic stimulus after winning approval of his budget outline and the country is beginning to be a 
little impatient worried about gridlock parma ohio voted for clinton 
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for clinton i would really like to see what he promised to be done get done and to help the people of this 
united states of america because they do need help some want him to focus on fewer issues pick one main 
thing get to get it online get it rolling get it approved get it moving move on to another item he's got an awful 
lot on his plate right now in the kitchen john the cook says he's really interested in medical reform but is 
clinton going to do a good job hopefully he's going to do something yes but just a few blocks away clinton's 
popularity is undiminished at a trendy polish fast food place last fall clinton and gore campaigned here and 
the owner mary polduri was invited to washington for the inaugural festivities it seems like a fairy tale to me 
when i think that so how's he doing now i think with his intentions and with people's support he is going to 
make a difference i think it's a little early to tell the president said today he never thought it was going to be 
easy tom petted nbc news with the president in williamsburg virginia bill clinton is trying to move on other 
fronts as well of course on the eve of earth day clinton today gave the first major speech on the environment 
of his administration and as nbc's andrea mitchell reports now he was talking about change surrounded by 
rare orchids in the u.s botanical gardens the president announced that he will sign the biodiversity treaty 
george bush refused to sign in brazil last summer that left us out of a treaty that is critically important not only 
to our future but to the future of the world bush's opposition made the united states the only major industrial 


power not signing the treaty which protects planted animal life around the world clinton said a new side 
agreement will prevent american businesses from losing patent protection under the treaty we believe that all 
the difficulties have been worked out and that this ef this effort will be supported by both the business 
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supported by both the business this is involved and the american environmental community despite concerns 
of his economic advisers clinton also agreed with his vice president and reverse bush's policy on global 
warming unlike bush clinton does not question that greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide not only 
pollute but can overheat the earth unless we act now we face a future in which the sun may scorch us not 
warm us where the change of season may take on a dreadful new meaning clinton committed to holding 
greenhouse gases to 1990 levels by the year 2000 a timetable bush rejected and reducing them further after 
that prompting immediate complaints from manufacturers it would be very difficult to do without economic 
dislocation that's the problem it would have impact on economic growth in this country but clinton believes 
his environmental policies are popular with the public enabling him to recapture some of the campaign magic 
sorely lacking in washington these days the big difference of course unlike his economic plan the president 
can deliver some of his environmental promises without waiting for congress andrea mitchell nbc news at the 
white house the news with tom brokaw good evening this is not where bill clinton expected to be 100 days 
into his administration at the white house yes but not facing widespread criticism for his presidential style and 
new troubles tonight in the american economy but that's where he is tonight economic growth in this country 
slowed way down in the first three months of this year well below where it was at the end of 1992. so we 
begin tonight with nbc's chief financial correspondent mike jensen [Music] a big part of the slowdown instead 
of hitting the stores people paid off their christmas bills i cut up my credit cards and i don't want to spend 
anymore as much as i can i'll try to avoid it the economy also took a hit from defense cutbacks military 
spending dropped by a fourth that will help in the long run because 
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that will help in the long run because all that money can be used for things like roads and schools but right 
now it's putting people out of work mark mcneal was in the air force where he learned how to load bombs on 
planes there's not very much civilian demand for that type of work now he's in a training program as for 
today's economic numbers they are weak but there's no sign at this point that the economy is sinking back 
into a recession the comparison of the latest quarter and the previous one looks bad but the new quarter is 
not very different from the average growth rate of the last two years still it's distressing that the economy 
can't seem to get moving my best estimate is that we have at least one and a half times our normal inventory 
for this time of the year the builders are not building as we expected they would be at this time of the year 
that means fewer factory orders down the road and that means less hiring bad news for people like karen 
doss who is an 8th grade dropout supporting two children and training to be a welder i don't want to be on 
welfare i have been before and it's sort of nothing else it's embarrassing especially when i can go out and do 
it on my own that's what most people want the danger is that washington might mess things up if investors 
become convinced that nothing is being done to cut the huge federal budget deficit interest rates will start 
rising again and there goes the recovery mike jensen nbc news new york as for the president he was at once 
defensive today and determined to find a way out of his difficulties nbc's andrea mitchell is at the white house 
tonight where she's been sizing up the president's progress andrea tom on his 100th day in office the 
president did not rest especially after waking up to gloomier than expected news about the economy [Music] 
he had promised to focus like a laser beam on the economy it hasn't worked out that way for instance today 
joined by his third 
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instance today joined by his third choice to be attorney general he finally appointed top officials at the justice 
department the beleaguered fbi director didn't rate a front row seat clinton also failed to stop a democratic 
rebellion against key elements of his economic plan we aren't in total disagreement with what the president's 


package consists of mr president 100 days have you been mistakes are the things you would do differently 
what have you learned what dressings well i learned that the things are not going to change quite as fast as i 
want them to that was not the mood when he stepped out with such hope and confidence 100 days ago he 
himself had set the 100 day marker promising the most explosive first three months since fdr but he got off 
track right away the controversy over permitting gays in the military aides called it the low point until he 
appeared to hide behind janet reno's skirts after the disaster in waco and lost his jobs package i don't think 
he yet has a strategy a strategy of leadership there have been high points passing his budget outline in 
record time the yeltsin summit he wins praise for his grasp of policy and self-deprecating humor and i 
watched all of president reagan's press conferences and i know when to tilt my head and smile he takes 
political risks putting the first lady in charge of reforming health care but as his polls dropped the white house 
issued its own report card claiming credit for action it hasn't taken yet when people say to me well what did 
you do in your first hundred days i say what did the other guys do in their first hundred days no one who has 
watched him rebound before is counting him out it is going to continue to be difficult but ultimately in the end i 
think the president is going to be successful his own advisers believe that clinton is spending too much time 
on policy and not enough on politics 
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